
 

 
 

 

WssTP ‘MDG’ Task-Force  

1st Workshop  

30th June 2010 

Brussels, Belgium 

 

Setting up the Water MDG research agenda for the urban poor 
 
The aim of this workshop is to produce a roadmap of recommendations of R&D&I needs to achieve the 

Water and Sanitation MDG targets for the urban poor. This process will benefit from interaction between 

European and developing countries’ water utilities, consultants, research groups and donors in addition to 

the core task of facilitating knowledge development in low-income countries. 

Context:  

WssTP understands that one of the most effective ways to improve water and sanitation access for the 

urban poor is through enhancing the partnership between utilities, social intermediaries, and governments – 

such that utilities are then enabled and empowered to extend their low unit cost services to all urban 

consumers. 

Objectives of WssTP Task-Force “Water & Millennium Development Goals” 

- Expertise: Create a network of experts, 
- Roadmap: Formulate recommendations on R&D needs to EU Research programmes, 
- Projects: Initiate research partnerships between EU water sectors and developing countries. 

 
Objectives of the workshop: “Setting up the water MDG research agenda for the urban poor” 

- Carry out State-of-the-Art current R&D projects for water and sanitations for the urban poor, 
- Identify gaps, opportunities and R&D needs, 
- Identify funding and implementation opportunities to bridge the R&D gaps, 
- Develop roadmap with R&D recommendations to EU research programmes.  

 
Examples of topics to be addressed by the workshop 

- Low cost water and sanitation services, 
- Water utilities empowerment and capacity building, 
- Financing and managing water and sanitation services for the urban poor, 
- Operation and maintenance of water and sanitation facilities, 
- Funding Research, Technology Development and Innovation for water and sanitation. 

 

Participants: Open to any interested participants, but limited to 30 maximum. 

 

Location: the workshop will be held in Leopold Hotel, 35, rue du Luxembourg, Brussels, Belgium 

 

Contact WssTP & Workshop registration: 

Peter Pex, MDG Task Force leader: mail@peterpex.nl 

Corentin Girard, WssTP Technical assistant, T: +32 (0) 27 06 40 84, scientific@wsstp.eu 

  

http://www.hotel-leopold.be/location.htm
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Setting up the Water MDG research agenda for the urban poor 
AGENDA 

Wednesday 30 June 2010 

 

Time Subject Who  

9:30-10:00 Welcome and introduction, individual presentations  

WssTP and MDGs, Agenda, Task Force and workshop objectives  

D.Krol, WssTP Board  

P.Pex, MDG Task-Force Leader 

10:00-12:00 

Setting up 

the scene 

“Key-note” 

lectures (15 

min + 5 min 

discussions) 

 

“Introduction on R&D needs for the Urban poor and previous work 

with the WssTP” 

 

“R&D needs to extend the network efficiency frontier” 

 

“Innovative approaches to monitoring the advancement toward the 

MDGs” 

 

“EU-funded research to underpin the EU Water Initiative” 

 

“Coordinating and funding research within a transnational approach, 

learning from Splash” 

 

“The EU MDG Action Plan and the water and sanitation targets 

before the UN MDG 2010 summit” 

 

R. Droop, Ministry of 

Environment, the Netherlands 

 

R. Franceys, Cranfield 

University, UK 

A. Bousquet, GWOPA UN-

Habitat  

 

C.Fragakis, EC DG Research 

Science and Innovation 

A.Blenkinsopp, Splash EUWI 

ERAnet 

 

A. Liebaert, EC DG 

Development  

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break  

13:00-14:00 

From State-

of-the-art to 

R&D needs 

(10’ each) 

 

 “The Faecal Sludge Management, R&D needs for a change in 

paradigm”  

 

“ACCES, water and sanitation initiatives for the urban poor, learning 

from Karnataka and other experiences ” 

 

"Water Supply and Sanitation for the urban poor learning from the 

Mozambican context 

 

C. Luethi, Eawag-Sandec 

 

 

O. Gilbert, Veolia Water  

 

 

L. Macario, World Bank, Water 

and Sanitation Program – Africa 

14:00-14:45 Introduction on brainstorming session, nomination of rapporteur 

Brainstorming session 

- Which research projects should be done?  
- Who could be willing to finance them? 
- Who could  be able to do them?  

Group discussion 

14:45-15:00 Coffee break  

15:00-15:45 

15:45-16:15 

Wrap-up  from brainstorming session  
First draft of roadmap structure, designation of writers 

All participants 

16:15-16:30 AOB, Next steps, Conclusion P.Pex, TF-leader 


