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Presentation outline

 EU WI and Research Component;

 EU funded projects underpinning EU WI: some 

examples;

 Future perspectives:

– Joint Programming;

– Strategic Forum for S&T International 

Cooperation (SFIC);

 WP 2011

– Call for proposals (Europaid) on “Water 

for good health and sustainable livelihood”
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EU Water initiative – Water for life

 Launched at the WSSD (2002) in Johannesburg 
as direct contribution by EU to the achievement of 
water related MDG and WSSD goals: 

 Halve by 2015 number of people without access to 
safe drinking water and basic sanitation; 

 Develop IWRM and efficiency plans;

 It is a political initiative (not a funding one);

 It aims to assist partner countries to develop and 
implement improved water policies and strategies in 
order to attract additional resources to water 
management, supply and sanitation.
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EU Water Initiative - A Quick Overview

Geographical

 AFRICA (sub-Saharan)

 EECCA

 MEDITERRANEAN         

(North Africa & Middle 

East)

 LATIN AMERICA

others to follow...

Financing 

Research

Monitoring

Horizontal

 Water Supply and 

Sanitation (WSS)

 Integrated Water 

Resources Management 

(IWRM...including 

transboundary 

resources)

Thematic and Components
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EU WI ïResearch Component

Strengthen synergies, co-ordination and
coherence of European water EUWI-relevant
research efforts both at EU (FP) and MS
(SPLASH ERA-NET) level to establish
necessary critical mass and promote strategic
partnerships;

Address the multi-dimensionality of IWRM
through integrated research approaches;

Promote effective communication and
uptaking of research results in partner
countries through, among others, the
regional component
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EUROPE: Spain (Guadalentin River Basin) , UK 

(Thames), Sweden (Norrstrom), Germany (Neckar), 
Austria (Mur), Upper Danube River Basin (UDRB), 
Norway (Glomma), Spain/Portugal (Tejo/Tagus) 
and various RBOs in France, Netherlands, Italy, 
Poland, Hungary

AFRICA: Namibia (Kuiseb Catchment), South Africa 
(Western Namaqualand), Botswana (Okavango), 
Benin (Queme), RBOs in Niger and Senegal

MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES: RBOs in Algeria, 
Morocco, Israel (Nahal Zin Catchment - Negev 
Desert)

EECCA Countries:

Uzbekistan (Chirchik/Upper Syrdaria), 
Kazakhstan (Nura)

LATIN AMERICA: Chile (Bio Bio) and RBOs from 
Mexico and Brasil

SE ASIA: RBOs in Indonesia, Upper Brahmaputra 
River Basin, Vietnam/Cambodia (Sesan)

INDIA: (Tunga Bahdra)

Overall objective

Specific research on

IWRM on twinned 

catchments/river basins 

from Europe and from

developing countries 

7 projects

Total Budget: 18.8Mio ú

EC contribution: 13.8 Mio ú

River Basin “twinning” between Europe and 

Developing Countries
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„Twinning‟ projects: Main features (1/2)

Results include blueprints for IWRM plans 
adapted to local conditions

Address not only the natural system but also 
the governance issues such as participatory 
approaches in water management, socio-
economic and gender aspects, institutional 
frameworks ….

Promote capacity building through on-the-
job training, awareness raising and better
knowledge and innovation management in 
developing countries
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„Twinning‟ projects: Main features (2/2)

Promote proactive stakeholders‟
participation by ensuring that policy makers
and stakeholders are part of research project
right from the start of the project

Collaboration with international 
organisations with relevant research interests/ 
programmes (UNESCO …) to take advantage 
of their networking capacities and their 
experience and expertise in working with the 
developing countries
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SWITCH 
Sustainable Water management Improves 

Tomorrowôs Citiesô Health
Paradigm shift in Urban Water Management: deploy a coherent 

and consolidated sustainability driven approach instead of ad-

hoc problem  driven actions.  

Emphasis is given to:

 integrated approach: consider urban water system in 

conjunction with natural environment and Global Change 

pressures;

 users involvement;

 creation of learning alliances among stakeholders to facilitate

exchanges and sharing of experiences among European and 

developing countries cities (Alexandria, Egypt and Cali, 

Colombia)
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ROSA
Development of Resources-Oriented 

Sanitation concepts for peri-urban areas in 
Africa for sustainable sanitation. The 
ecological (as opposed to conventional) 
sanitation concept applies an ecosystem view
to the problems of sanitation. It relies on the 
perception of wastes as resources within the 
system;

Concepts are applied in four pilot cities: Arba 
Minch (Ethiopia), Nakuru (Kenya), Arusha 
(Tanzania) and Kitgum (Uganda) 
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ANTINOMOS (Concerted Action)

Knowledge network to carry out an evaluation 

of various approaches to Water Supply and 

Sanitation (WSS) provision in order to identify

their main reasons for success and failure and 

contribute to bridging knowledge gaps. 

Although the analysis of global and indigenous 

technologies for water supply and sanitation is 

focused on India, South Africa and Mexico, 

results are expected to have a high potential of 

replication in other developing countries.
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NETSSAF

Promote international cooperation between 

research organisations, universities, 

associations, non-governmental organisations 

and social stakeholders in a Euro-African 

context, for research, development and 

implementation of innovative sanitation 

concepts and low-cost technologies that fit the 

physical and socio-economic conditions in 

Africa
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Not a new instrument for Community 
research; 

 It will not involve Community funding a 
priori;

Member States-led process:
–Voluntary and on the basis of variable 
geometry;
–…involving definition, development and 
implementation of common strategic 
research agendas;
–… based on a common vision on how to 
address major societal challenges;

Joint Programming ïDefinition 
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High Level Group to identify potential themes for Joint 
Programming following broad stakeholder consultation. 

- Criteria applied:

Effective commitment by several Member States; 

The JPI:

addresses a European/global challenge; 

has clear and realistic objectives;

demonstrates clear added value to existing 
situation in research financing and implementation;

ensures stakeholders involvement;

has potential of generating benefits for society and 
industry

Joint Programming ïIdentification of themes
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Joint Programming on Water

Plans are to that the Water JPI will include 

a strong international component with a 

strong emphasis on training, mobility and

dissemination of research outcomes to 

partner (developing) countries. It will 

also address the obstacles to the 

dissemination of technology in these 

countries.
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Strategic Forum for S&T 
International Cooperation (SFIC) 

Established by the Competitiveness Council of 2 

December 2008 "to facilitate the further 

development, implementation and monitoring of 

the international dimension of the European 

Research Area. Through the sharing of 

information and consultation between Member 

States and the Commission, identify common 

priorities which could lead to coordinated or 

joint initiatives vis-à-vis third countries."
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Strategic Forum for S&T 

International Cooperation & India
 At the SFIC meeting of 18 December 2009, India

was endorsed as strategic partner country to start 
implementing a SFIC pilot initiative; 

 The overall goal of the India Pilot Initiative (IPI) is 
to find joint solutions for tackling major global 
societal challenges;

 Water related challenges identified as the initial 
overarching, cross-cutting and multidisciplinary 
theme to be addressed under the IPI. As such, the IPI 
would encompass also a broad range of research 
areas, further to water, such as food, agriculture and 
biotechnology, environment, health and energy.
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India Pilot Initiative (IPI)

 Pulls existing Member States (variable geometry) 
and EU initiatives, instruments, resources and 
expertise together with the ones by the Indian 
authorities through joint and coordinated activities;

 Does not necessarily bring in new or additional 
money but makes more efficient use of existing ones;

 Intended to establish longer term common Member 
States/EU-India research agenda with clear added-
value for all parties;

 Will reflect priorities and interests of Indian 
partners.
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IPI relevant topic under FP 7 Call 

2011 (Environment)

A topic might be opened on Natural water 

systems and treatment technologies to cope 

with water shortages in urbanised areas in 

India. The overall aim will be to improve their 

performance and reliability in India.
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Call for proposals: Water for good 

health and sustainable livelihood
 The Delegation of the European Union to India is 
seeking proposals for „Water for good health and 
sustainable livelihood‟ with financial assistance 
from the Non State Actors in Development 
Programme. The full Guidelines for Applicants 
are available for download on the following 
internet site:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-
services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome.

 The deadline for submission of proposals is 
16.8.2010 at 16.00

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome
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Thank You!


