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Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
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Take care of 

the land and the 

land will take 

care of you



NRCS Programs
Conservation Technical Assistance Program and Activities

Conservation of Private Grazing Lands 

Conservation Planning Sign-Up Pilot

Conservation Reserve Program (USDA Farm Service 
Agency) 

Conservation Technical Assistance 

Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative 

State Technical Committees 

Environmental Improvement Programs

Agricultural Management Assistance 

Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

­ Agricultural Water Enhancement Program 

­ Conservation Activity Plans 

­ Colorado River Basin Salinity Control 

­ Conservation Innovation Grants 

­ Ground and Surface Water Conservation Program 

­ Klamath Basin Program 

­ Organic Program Initiative 

­ Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 

Water Resources Programs

Emergency Watershed Protection Program (Recovery) 

Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program

­ Watershed Surveys and Planning 

­ Watershed Operations 

­ Watershed Rehabilitation 

Easement Programs

Emergency Watershed Protection Program (Floodplain 
Easements) 

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 

Grassland Reserve Program 

Healthy Forests Reserve Program 

Wetlands Reserve Program 

Stewardship Programs

Conservation Security Program 

Conservation Stewardship Program

Community Assistance Programs and Activities

Farmland Protection Policy Act 

Resource Conservation and Development Program 

Small, Limited, and Beginning Farmer Assistance 

Tribal Government Assistance 

Community Assistance 

Technical Processes, Tools, and Other Technical Resources

Area-wide and Watershed Planning 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning 

Conservation Planning 

Customer Service Toolkit 

Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 

Limited Resource Farmer/Rancher Self-Determination Tool 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Documents 

Rapid Watershed Assessment 

Conservation Issues and Strategies

Animal Feeding Operations 

National Animal Agriculture Conservation Framework 

Resource Inventory and Assessment

Conservation Effects Assessment Project 

National Resources Inventory 

Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting 

Soil Survey Program 

Other

Forestry Incentives Program 

International Programs 

Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative 

Plant Materials Center 

Stewardship Incentive Program (USDA Forest Service) 



Common Ways to Improve 
& Conserve Water
To improve soil and water quality, consider 
these or similar practices:

­ Nutrient management

­ Pest management

­ Crop rotation

­ Filter strips

­ Riparian buffers

­ Surface water management

Using one of these programs:

­ Environmental Quality Incentives Program

­ Agricultural Water Enhancement Program

­ Agricultural Management Assistance 

Program

­ Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

­ Conservation Stewardship Program 

To protect waterways from erosion and 
degradation, consider these or similar practices:

­ Riparian buffers

­ Filter strips

­ Stream crossings

­ Stream bank stabilization and Shoreline 

protection

Using one of these programs:

­ Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program

­ Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

­ Agricultural Management Assistance 

Program

­ Conservation Stewardship Program

­ Conservation Reserve Program



Benefits of Buffers
Cleaner water in our lakes and streams and our 

water faucets

Cleaner air in our cities and in the countryside

Improved habitat for fish and wildlife

Reduced flooding

Attractive landscapes, in both rural and urban 

areas

Less noise and odor around livestock production 

facilities

Increased safety, for producers and society, in 

farming and ranching operations

A more diverse landscape

However:
Buffers can t solve all problems alone

Buffers must be part of a conservation system on 
the land that works for the farmer, the rancher, and 
all of us

Buffer - Narrow strips of land planted to permanent 
vegetation grass, shrubs, and/or trees that help 
farmers and ranchers protect their land and be 
good neighbors



Different buffers for 
different purposes

Riparian buffers - A combination of trees, shrubs and grasses 
along a stream or around lakes that filter out potential pollutants 
from runoff and underground water



Buffer types

Filter strips - Bands of grass along 
streams and lakes that filter storm 
runoff and waste water by trapping 
sediment, fertilizers, pesticides and 
other potential pollutants

Grassed waterways -

Carry water from farm 

fields to nearby streams



Buffer types

Contour buffer strips -
Multiple strips of 
grass planted on the 
contour in farm fields 
to reduce soil erosion 
and slow storm runoff

Cross wind trap strips -

Protect young crops and 

soil from strong winds


