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I. Who are Copa and Cogeca ? 

Two Organisations and a common Secretariat located in Brussels

Ą to represent the interests of 14 million people working full or 

part -time on farm holdings and in agri -cooperatives in the EU

Ą linked to 76 member organisations all across EU-27

Ą to defend the common interests of the agricultural sector

Ą to maintain and enforce the relation with the EU institutions and 

other organisations at EU level

Ą to provide solutions which are of common interest

The united voice of farmers and their cooperatives in the EU.



Involvement of Copa -Cogeca in discussions 
related to water management in agriculture

Å Participation in the WFD Common 
Implementation Strategy set up by the EU 
Commission and the Member States 

Å Leader of the subgroup ñWater and Agricultureò of 
the European Water Supply and Sanitation 
Technology Platform (WssTP)

Å Member of the Food SCP Round Table, a industry 
driven action to respond to the EU Sustainable 
Consumption and Production Action Plan 
addressing water amongst all environmental 
resources

Å Preparation of a info sheet on water and 
agriculture to accompany a Copa -Cogeca position 
paper on climate change 



The Swedish/Nordic perspective

Å The Swedish discussion is mainly focused on 
coastal conditions and the Baltic sea rather 
than on groundwater and freshwater

Å A long coast line with many summer houses

Å Algae blooming during the summers gives 
ñBreaking Newsò in media

Å The pressure on Swedish farmers are big

Å Inland water is also of importance, EU Water 
Framework Directive, and the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan is pushing for improvements



òAgriculture is the enemy of the Baltic Seaò



Time axis - water quality management in Swedish 
agriculture the last 30 years
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What have the efforts lead to?

Results Source

N-leakage About 35 % decrease from 
1985 to 2005 

(25 000 ton)

Swedish

Environm
ental

Protection

Agency

P-loss 9 % decrease from 1995 to 
2005

Swedish

Environm
ental

Protection

Agency

Ammonia emission 22 % decrease from 1995 to 
2005

Statistics 
Sweden



Several new measures in Sweden 2010 in the 
Rural Development Program

-Economic support for buffer zones diagonally 
to water streams

-Economic support forò super-sedimentation 
pondsò òBraskerudpondsò)

-Economic support for controlled drainage as in 
Finland

-Increased payment for buffer stripes, now 400 
EUR/ha



Project initiative by Farmersô Organisations for 
EU:s Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region



Project initiative by Farmersô Organisations for 
EU:s Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

Project aim:

To develop a common Baltic Sea region
approach, with national adaptations, to advance 
and strengthen agricultural advisory services 
and related demonstration and information 
activities focusing upon improving 
environmental and agricultural practices



Financing:
Applying at Baltic Sea Region Program  
2007 -2013 ñInterregò

Organisations from all countries around the 
Baltic Sea are involved (except Russia) e.g. the
advisory organisation CDR  from Poland



Thank you for your attention!

www.copa-cogeca.eu


