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Further cooperation opportunities have been mentioned 
particularly on the REFINE (Research for Future 
Infrastructure Network in Europe) initiative of the ECTP. A 
framework of collaboration between the two platforms will 
be set up and validated by boards of both ETPs.  
For more information please contact: Mike Farrimond, 
leader of the urban pilot: mfarrimond@ukwir.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The EU takes the initiative 
 

For the first time, the EU executive published this year a work 
programme listing a non-exhaustive number of initiatives under 
consideration for the years to come, covering the entire mandate 
of the Barroso II Commission (2010-2014). 
The 'Europe 2020' strategy for "smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth," follows the publication of political guidelines presented to 
the European Parliament by Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso before being appointed for a second term. 
 

The new strategy replaces the Lisbon Agenda, adopted in 2000, 
which aimed to turn the EU into "the world's most dynamic 
knowledge-based economy by 2010". The new agenda puts 
innovation and green growth at the heart of its blueprint for 
competitiveness and proposes tighter monitoring of national 
reform programmes, one of the greatest weaknesses of the Lisbon 
Strategy.  The creation of the European Technology Platforms was 
one concrete measure resulting from the implementation of the 
Lisbon Strategy and will continue to stimulate research and 
technology development strategy for the European water sector in 
order to meet the objectives of the new 2020 Strategy. 
To access the full article please click here  
Source material 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2010 

News from the Board 
 

The last meeting of the WssTP Board of Directors was held 
in Amsterdam on the 16

th
 of March. It was the opportunity 

to validate the updated Strategic Research Agenda which 
will be presented for approval during the General Assembly 
on April the 27

th
 2010, and officially launched afterwards. 

The WssTP will take the benefit of the stakeholders event in 
June 2010 to further disseminate it. 
The communication plan and budget for 2010 were also 
approved by the Board and will be presented at the 
upcoming General Assembly. A sub group of the Pilot 
Programme on Urban Areas was created to address R&D 
needs in order to achieve the water and sanitation 
Millennium Development Goals in shantytowns of cities in 
developing countries. Angeline Kneppers, leader of the Pilot 
Programme on Costal Zones, came to present the progress 
and work done by the Pilot Programme. The Board agreed 
to further promote its results and recommendations for the 
ENV 2011 research programme. The next board meeting 
will be held on the 27

th
 of April in Lille, France. 

 

A step towards 
collaboration 
 

The last meeting of the Pilot  
Programme on Urban Areas was 
held in Amsterdam, the  
Netherlands on the 15

th
 of March. 

Chaired by Mike Farrimond,  
UKWIR, leader of the Pilot 
Programme on "Urban areas", this 
meeting gathered 20  participants 
from 13 countries.   
The workshop presented the first 
recommendations of the FP6 
project Techneau with regards to 
R&D needs for drinking water and 
was the  first joint meeting with 
the  European Construction 
Technology  Platform (ECTB). The 
ECTB presents  similar missions to 
the WssTP although  to do with 

the construction sector. 

Events 
 

Reminder – General Assembly 
The WssTP General Assembly will be held on the 27

th
 of April 2010 

at the Novotel Hotel, Lille, from 1:30pm to 4:30pm. 
It will be preceded by PCC and MSMG meetings as well as the 

Board meeting. 
We look forward to welcoming you to this event and invite you to 

contact us at communication@wsstp.eu in case of any queries. 

Save the date – Stakeholder event in June 
The WssTP Stakeholder event will take place June 1

st
 2010 in 

Brussels.  
This important event will allow the WssTP to present its market 

driven approach as well as two workshops concerning the 
financing of European research and Innovation & Research. 

 

A Life+ session will allow this financial programme of the DG 
environment to be presented. 

A WssTP session will then present the work of different taskforces 
such as Climate Change and Sensors & Monitoring. 

Finally, the Strategic Research Agenda 2010 will be launched. 
More information will be available shortly. 
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Focus on TECHNEAU: 
 

During the last WssTP workshop of the Pilot Programme “Urban 
Areas” held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, on the 15

th
 of March, 

Theo van den Hoven presented the outcomes of the TECHNEAU 
workshop organised on the 17th June 2009 during the TECHNEAU 
conference 'Safe Drinking Water from Source to Tap – State of the Art 
and Perspectives' in Maastricht. The aim was to explore research 
gaps to be taken on board by the WssTP research agenda concerning 
drinking water treatment.  
To read the full article, please click here. 
For more information visit: www.techneau.org  
Contact us: scientific@wsstp.eu 
Theo van den Hoven: theo.van.den.hoven@kwrwater.nl 
 
 

 
                                       
 

To read the full article please click here.  
For more information: www-engees.u-strasbg.fr/site 

 

SusChem and WssTP working 
together to rethink water  

collaboration agreement between both platforms was 
officially signed in July 2009.  
The overall collaboration has been very positively received 
by the European Commission. Indeed, both ETPs have 
been invited to give a joint presentation at the next  ETP 
2010 Conference (“Working together on societal 
challenges” Brussels, 11-12 May 2010). Ger Spork and 
Sylvie Baig will give this presentation on 12 May.  A 
project proposal aiming at developing a joint  NMP 
interdisciplinary  roadmap to improve management of 
water in the chemical industry  has been jointly submitted 
by the two platforms  and positively evaluated by the 
European Commission.  To read more, please click here. 
Source material 

 
 

 

Press Corner 
 

World Water Day 
Each year, World Water Day highlights a specific aspect of 
freshwater. This year, UN-Water dedicated World Water Day 2010 to 
the theme of water quality, reflecting its importance alongside 
quantity of the resource in water management.  
Source material 
 

The Price of Water 
Three new OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development) reports describe how putting the right price on water 
will encourage people to waste less, pollute less and invest more in 
water infrastructure. 
Source material 
 

The 2010 Stockholm Prize 
The 2010 Stockholm Water Prize has been awarded to Rita Colwell 
for her research into preventing waterborne infectious diseases. The 
Committee praised her "numerous seminal contributions towards 
solving the world's water and water-related public health problems". 
Source material 
To read more on these articles, please click here. 
 

 

The WssTP was in Strasbourg 
 

On the 18
th

 of February 2010 two water events took place in the 
other European capital within the framework of World Water Day. 
This year was particularly important as it was the 50

th
 birthday of the 

French National School for Water and Environmental Engineering 
(ENGEES).  
A workshop on sanitation in developing countries presented 
innovative partnerships and initiatives towards a better 
management of sanitation in these countries. And during the two-
day conference at the European Parliament, the future of water 
management was seriously addressed and debated by keynote 
speakers. A presentation of the WssTP was given at the ENGEES on 
the 22

nd
 of February 2010 in order to take the first steps towards 

further cooperation. 
 

WssTP and SusChem 
started working 
together to define joint 
research and innovation 
priorities at the end of 
2008, and a  

 

Agenda 
WssTP 

April 27
th

  
WssTP General Assembly 

Board meeting 
PCC meeting  
Lille, France 

May 11
th

  
 4th ETP Annual Conference 

Brussels, Belgium  
May 18

th
  

PP Water and Industry, Workshop on brine handling 
Brussels, Belgium 

May 31
st

  (TBC) 
Joint workshop ACQUEAU and WssTP 

Brussels, Belgium 
June 1

st
 

Stakeholders event 
Brussels, Belgium 

June 18
th

  
Workshop of Task-force Membrane Technologies 

Brussels, Belgium 
 

 
 

 

For more events, click here. 
 

 

WELCOME! 
 

7 new members have been approved: 
-          NALCO as College A 

-          AIDICO, CTM, CEIT, DVGW, INSA-CNR, VITO as     
     College B 
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