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Shaping the future of water research:
the WssTP releases the updated SRA

More coordination, more innovation, more integration: those are the key words to strengthen European
research in the water sector. To drive a competitive and innovative European economy, common strategies
and vision need to be promoted. The WssTP (1), the European Water Technology Platform, has delivered a
strategic vision to identify the research needs and priorities of tomorrow through a Strategic Research Agenda
(2). The WssTP published its first SRA in 2006 and launched a public consultation of various stakeholders in
2009 to provide an updated SRA to the European Commission. The updated SRA is a corner stone for the
revision of the FP7 and shaping the future FP8.

Strengthening European research and innovation for water

Water, as a vital and natural resource, calls for proactive and responsible actions. The water sector is very
fragmented; it represents thousands of water service providers with diffuse and dispersed knowledge. One key
challenge for the European Union and for the WssTP is to promote strong and integrated research and
innovation for water. In its updated SRA, the WssTP highlights the importance of innovation to develop new
market opportunities and technologies in the field of water management. To boost research and innovation
the WSSTP has worked with stakeholders to identify needs and gaps, to extend market driven developments,
and to support coordination activities between all the stakeholders from the water community.

Cross-cutting issues through environmental technologies and eco-innovation
The new SRA demonstrates the need for cross cutting research topics, such as ‘Climate Change’, ‘Sensors and
Monitoring’, ‘Water and Energy’, ‘Millennium Development Goals’. This is certainly an improvement as most of
the challenges need integrated approaches and solutions. This integrated approach will include research on
water technologies in a social and economic context across all water users and their supply chains.

A vision based on a large network
More than 700 individuals from more than 25 countries and 200 organisations contributed to the work of the
WssTP; 221 individuals directly contributed to the update of this document. This stakeholder-driven approach
to developing a research agenda empowered all stakeholders (private and public) to define the future needs of
research, and to share the actual research and implementation activities.

The 4" Stakeholders Event - “Strengthening European research and innovation in water”.
To promote innovation and technology, the WssTP will organise its 4™ Stakeholders event on June 1% in
Brussels on “Strengthening European research and innovation in water”. The goal of the event is to discuss
and survey the next steps for shaping research needs and priorities including the key existing and new funding
schemes such as FP7, JPI, Regional funds and others to promote strong and integrated research and innovation
for water.

(1) WssTP: The Water supply and sanitation Technology Platform (WssTP) was initiated by the European Commission in 2004 to stimulate
collaborative, innovative, visionary and integrated Research and Technology Development strategy for the European water sector. It
currently consists of 58 members, 209 contributors and more than 700 individuals from Industry, Academic, Research, Policy Makers and
Water Utilities.

(2) SRA: A Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) is a long-term strategy for a European key sector provided by European Technology Platform to
contribute to the growth and competitiveness of Europe. The WssTP is the first institution that developed a vision for the water sector that
has long been fragmented.
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